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Dec. 22, 1995
UM PROFESSOR STUDIES FAMILY EFFECTS OF CHINA’S INDUSTRIALIZATION 
MISSOULA--
Imagine women divorcing their husbands so they can marry someone who has more money. 
That’s what is happening in China in the midst of rapid social and economic changes, says 
Catherine Jenni. an associate professor of educational leadership and counseling at The University 
of Montana—Missoula.
Jenni was among a group of UM educators who visited China last summer to study how 
that nation’s economic tranformation influences its families. One effect, she said, is a dramatic 
rise in the divorce rate, apparently because of a get-rich-quick phenomenon sweeping the country.
"It appears that in China right now those who are getting rich quickly are more likely to be 
male," Jenni said. "Women are choosing to divorce in China in order to marry upwards 
economically."
Jenni and other professors who participated in the study project have formed the China 
Resource Network. To find out more about China’s monumental changes, call Jenni, (406) 243- 
2608; UM Professor Nader Shooshtari, (406) 243-2728; or UM Office of International Programs, 
(406) 243-2288.
Imagine That! is produced jointly by UM and Montana State University-Bozeman. Jenni's 
program airs Sunday, Dec. 31, at 9 p.m. on KUFM/KGPR and Monday, Jan. 1, at 7:33 a.m. on 
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